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STAFF INFORMATION 
 
CLOWNE JUNIOR SCHOOL GOVERNORS 
Bryony Taylor - Chair of Governors  
Penny Killow - Vice Chair 
Governors meet on a regular basis to develop the strategic vision and plan for overall school improvement.  If 
you would be interested in working with the governing body or being a governor, please contact the School 
Office. 
 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM (SLT)    
Headteacher – Mrs C Newton-Wall     
Deputy Headteacher – Mr A Stewart      
Assistant Headteacher – Mr I Butler 

         

                

WELCOME TO CLOWNE JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

Our clear vision and set of values were the driving force for the transformation to becoming an Ofsted rated 
‘Good’ school in November 2021.  I am proud to be a partner in the process, working alongside all the members 
of our school community.  We strive to provide a nurturing environment, enabling everyone to be brave and 
take risks; where everyone is respectful, and ideas are valued. Clowne Junior School fosters creativity, wonder 
and curiosity - where pupils have a 'can do' attitude.  Together, we strive to be the best version of ourselves. 
 
We hope that our prospectus will tell you everything that is so special about our school.   
 
Warm regards 

 
Mrs C Newton-Wall 
Headteacher 
 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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KEY INFORMATION 
 
SCHOOL TIMES 
The morning begins at 8:50am and your child should arrive between 8:30am and 8:35am. Children who are 
regularly late miss out on vital reading and mathematics activities. We also must order each day’s dinners before 
9:30am. The outside doors will be closed after the children enter school from the yard; latecomers will have to 
enter school through the main entrance. Anyone arriving after 8:50am will need to sign in. This ties in with our 
policy of monitoring absences and enables us to complete attendance registers. 
School finishes at 3:10pm and parents should meet their children on the playground or at the school gate. 
 

HEALTHY EATING TUCK SHOP 
A healthy eating tuck shop is open at morning break, run by pupils. Food and drink items 
range in price from 30p to 60p. We ask that any snacks that come from home are healthy  
and do not contain nuts. Chocolate bars (not containing biscuit) and sweets are not allowed.    
Recommended snacks are: 

• Small bag of popcorn  

• Cereal bar  

• Fruit  

• Vegetables such as celery or carrot sticks  

• A small bag of baked crisps/popchip crisps. Not fried crisps. Not a share bag of crisps.  

• Raisins   

• Breadsticks   

• Rice cakes   

• Cheese  

 

LUNCHTIMES 
The whole school breaks for lunch from 12:00pm until 1:00pm. School meals are served on a cafeteria system. 
Children may bring sandwiches to eat for lunch, along with a cold drink. School encourages a healthy eating and 
nut free policy so please be mindful of the options being provided.  
 

DINNER MONEY 
Dinner money is currently £3.25 per day (£16.25 per week) and must be paid each Sunday evening before 
midnight.  We use an electronic payment system called ParentPay.  All monies should be paid via that system. 
Dinners can also be pre-booked in advance via ParentPay. Dinners taken must be paid for in advance, as dinner 
debt is not permitted. Packed lunch must be brought to school if sufficient funds are not available on ParentPay. 

 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
As a Junior School pupil, your child is no longer entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals.  Your child may be 
eligible to receive Free School Meals.  By completing a simple form, which can be accessed via the Derbyshire 
County Council website, your eligibility can be easily checked.  Every free school meal child brings additional 
funding into school so even if you are not sure, we would always advise you apply online to check. Please see the 
Pupil Premium page of the school website for further information and the relevant website links. 

 
PROBLEMS 
Should you have a question, a problem or difficulty, please come and talk to your child’s class teacher. 
Alternatively, SLT staff are available each morning on the gate and on the playground, along with SENDCo staff 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Staff will try their best to help but problems cannot be tackled unless we know 
they exist. Sometimes the children may feel they cannot tell anyone in school for fear of ‘telling tales’, but they 
may talk to you of things that worry them. Please help us to help them by telling us what they worry about. Our 
Family Support Worker, and Learning Mentors’ roles are to provide support, advice and information to all our 
families.  They are available to help with any concerns parents/carers may have, whether it be in relation to your 
child’s education and learning, behaviour and wellbeing or changes in family circumstances/issues at home. 
 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartsheep.com/images/367/worried-child-clipart-clip-art-clipart.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartsheep.com/worried-clipart.html&docid=16Ga7D64SSs73M&tbnid=DaJVaUVvZPN4VM:&w=1092&h=1158&ved=0ahUKEwjtpKjPrpXKAhWKChoKHYZ5DQIQxiAIAg&iact=c&ictx=1
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KEY INFORMATION CONTINUED 
 
MEDICINES 
Under the current Health and Safety regulations, children are not allowed to bring “medicines” – including 
aspirin, etc. into School. However, special arrangements can be made by informing the Reception Staff what 
prescribed medication your child requires and leaving that medicine at the Office.  You will be asked to complete 
an “Administration of Medicines” form. Unfortunately, we are unable to administer any medication unless you 
have completed the relevant paperwork. Permissions for medication on trips such as travel sickness tablets can 
be given via ParentPay when completing the permissions and payment online. 
 
If your child is prescribed medicine to be given three times a day, please administer all the dosages at home 
i.e. breakfast time, immediately after school and bedtime. If your child must have prescribed medicine four 
times a day, this may be bought to Reception by an adult. We will observe self-administration of the midday 
dose in accordance with the doctor’s written instructions. Please note that any medication must be in its 
original packaging with your child’s name clearly marked. 
 

MEDICAL TRACKER 
We use a system called Medical Tracker for First Aid, Medication and Illness tracking. This means you will 
automatically receive a personalised notification if your child is injured or unwell. The only time that you will not 
receive communication in this way is if your child is seriously injured or unwell, and requires immediate 
treatment or they require you to come into School, in which case we will contact you directly. 

 
WEBSITE 
Our School website is a source of the latest information on all aspects of school life. We update news on a 
regular basis and you should be able to find letters, forms and all manner of things that your child has been given 
but has either lost or put in the dark recesses of their drawer or classroom on there. 

 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  
Please see the Derbyshire website for term time dates via the link:  
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/term-dates-school-holidays/school-term-dates-and-
holidays.aspx  
 
We always try to link our INSET days with the Infant School, this year’s days are: 

o 4th September 2026 
o 2nd November 2026 
o 12th February 2027 
o 28th May 2027 

o 26th July 2027 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/term-dates-school-holidays/school-term-dates-and-holidays.aspx
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/term-dates-school-holidays/school-term-dates-and-holidays.aspx
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MAGIC BREAKFAST 
 
Clowne Junior School has teamed with the ‘Magic Breakfast’ Project to enable us to offer a free breakfast for ALL 
children every day. 

 

Research shows that a healthy breakfast improves children’s ability to learn and engage in all aspects of school 
life. 

 

The range of breakfast options we have available are:    
• Kellogg’s cereals  
• New York Bagels  
• Warburton’s crumpets   
• Toast   
• Beans 

  
We also have butter, jam and milk available to accompany the breakfast. Purple cups and spoons are used for 
the cereal and beans and we have designated Magic Breakfast bins for any food waste or used cups/spoons.   
   
Magic Breakfast starts at 8:30am and stops being served at 8:50am. Children come through the hall door, ‘grab’ 
their breakfast and eat it on the way to their lines. If your child is late, we have a box in Reception where 
breakfast can be collected whilst signing in.   
  
Please ensure we have up to date allergy information.   

 

HEALTHY SNACKS 
Our team of Foodies are working to create a healthy culture of food in school. You can identify the Foodies by 
their green hoodies and are available to offer advice at break and lunch. They have created a recommended 
snack list for break times which can be found below.   
  

• Small bag of popcorn  
• Cereal bar  
• Fruit  
• Vegetables such as celery or carrot sticks   
• A small bag of baked crisps/Popchip crisps. Not fried crisps. Not a share bag of crisps.  
• Raisins   
• Breadsticks   
• Rice cakes   
• Cheese  

  
 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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Attendance 
School Attendance is a legal requirement! 

“Section 444(1) Education Act 1996 – If the child is absent without authorisation then the parent is guilty of an 
offence. This is a strict liability offence i.e. all that needs to be shown is a lack of regular attendance. Sanctions 
can include a fine of up to £1,000.”      

All forms of absence, including holidays as well as illness, determine our overall attendance. 

Schools have a legal duty to promote good attendance and to ensure children have regular and consistent access 
to education. 

At Clowne Junior School, we know from experience what a positive impact regular attendance has on not only 
children’s education, but also their well-being. It is clear to us how high rates of absence negatively affect 
children’s academic, social and emotional development. Teachers find that absence is disruptive for children and 
it can be almost impossible to catch up on any missed learning. We want all of our pupils to have the very best 
possible opportunities to make the most of their education and to be happy and settled at school. 

What we will do if absence is becoming a problem for your child: 

• Initially we will send an email to say that your child’s attendance has dropped below 96%. 
• We will then send a letter to both parents/carers (where applicable) to let you know about the 

issue, including your child’s current attendance percentage. 
• Possible contact from our Family Support Worker to discuss any underlying issues. 

 
If poor attendance continues: 

• We will send a second letter, followed up by an attendance panel meeting with the Headteacher 
and Family Support Worker in attendance, alongside parents/carers. 

• Should poor attendance continue, we will be forced to refer the case to the Local Authority to 
investigate further, issue fines, and potentially prosecute. 
 

We do, however, hope that we can avoid the above steps by working together. Please be aware that school have 
a legal requirement to follow up attendance issues. We aim to offer as much support as we can before the 
situation escalates. 

We know that a range of circumstances including genuine illness causes absence from school. If your child is very 
unwell, of course they should not be in school. If you are struggling with attendance, please get in touch with us 
– we want to help. 

These are some examples that are NOT acceptable reasons for absence: 

• Tiredness 
• A slight cold or other ailment which leaves the child “under the weather”, but able to cope with 

school 
• Holidays or long weekends away 
• Medical or dental appointments which could be made after school, or in the school holidays. 

We will also be forced to make Local Authority referrals for poor punctuality at school, alongside persistent 
absence. 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/


Telephone: 01246 810416   Email: enquiries@clowne-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk   Website: www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk 

 

  

Attendance (continued) 
 

ABSENCES 
If your child is unable to come to school for any reason, then please ring us on 01246 810416 and choose option 
1, before 8:40am, stating your child’s name and reason for absence. If you are unable to ring, you can e-mail us 
at enquiries@clowne-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk.  Please do not send messages via Dojo for this. 
 

HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME 
Government legislation does not allow holidays to be taken in term time. Absence can only be authorised by the 
Headteacher in exceptional circumstances. Whilst it has always been our policy to work with and support 
parents/carers, we do have to abide by the regulations.  If children are taken on holiday, absences will be 
recorded as unauthorised. Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 
when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.  The fine for school absences 
across the country will be £80 if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. Please be aware that fines 
are per parent, per child. 
In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same child within any three-year period, 
this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.  Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-
year period. Once this limit has been reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution will be 
considered.  If you’re prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you could 
get a fine of up to £2,500. We do liaise with the Infant School to ensure our decisions align. 
 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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OPAL (OUTDOOR PLAY AND LEARNING)                            
 
Children attend primary school for seven years. Of those seven years, around 1.4 years will be spent outside 
actively playing, making ‘playtime’ by far the most dominant element within the curriculum. 
 
We are a part of the OPAL Primary Programme at Clowne Junior School. OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) is all 
about using naturally and man-made resources to allow children to be inspired and creative at playtime. 

The Value of Play 
 
Play is defined as any freely chosen activity which a child finds satisfying and creative. It may or may not involve 
equipment or other people. We believe the learning opportunities of play include: 

• Emotions e.g. learning about oneself and others, sadness/gladness, rejection/acceptance, 
frustration/achievement, boredom/fascination, fear/confidence. 

• Social interactions - enhancing self-esteem and understanding of others through freely chosen interactions 
e.g. within peer groups, with individuals, with groups of different ages, abilities, interests, gender, ethnicity 
and culture. 

• Making choices, problem solving, being creative. 

• Playing with scrap materials, tyres and other multipurpose objects. 

• Achieving and also coping with failing. 

• Communication and negotiation skills. 

 

We aim to ensure children have access to outdoor play, whatever the weather, and encourage children to bring 
weather appropriate clothing to ensure this is possible. We keep a stock of wellington boots in school that 
children are able to use when playing on the school field and accessing OPAL. Children are also welcome to bring 
their own wellingtons if they wish, but these will need to remain in school during term time to ensure they 
always have access to them for OPAL Play. 
 

 “Our vision is that every child in every school has an amazing hour of high-quality play every day – with no 

exceptions. If one child is not enjoying playtimes, then things still need improving.” 

 

 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/
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SEND (SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES) 

Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including; 

• communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, speech and language 
difficulties; 

• cognition and learning, specific or general learning difficulties; 

• social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD); 

• sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing impairments, processing 
difficulties. 

We also have several children who are being assessed for additional needs but do not yet have a diagnosis. We 
will work alongside parents, carers and professionals to help work towards a diagnosis where necessary. 

We will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will build on previous settings 
and Key Stages, where appropriate. 
 
Class teachers will make regular assessments of progress for all pupils and identify those whose progress; 

• is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline; 

• fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress; 

• fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers; 

• widens the attainment gap. 

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs. Slow progress and low 
attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as having SEN. 

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the desired outcomes, 
including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and the wishes of the pupil and their parents. We 
will use this to determine the support that is needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, 
or whether something different or additional is needed. Some children come to our school with their needs 
identified already. If children are identified as having additional needs, they will have short term targets set for 
them as part of the Assess, Plan, Do and Review cycle. These targets are reviewed termly. 

 

 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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MINI MINERS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
 
Mini Miners After School Club was established to support both the children and their parents/carers in the 
Clowne Community.  It provides a safe and secure playing environment for our children, offering rich and 
stimulating experiences, with opportunities to explore, allowing them to make their own decisions.  Children are 
encouraged to build their own natural curiosity and develop their thinking, using imagination. 
 
The Club provides a range of resources and activities appropriate to their age, interests and the abilities of the 
children, offering varied and challenging prospects at each session. 
 
Mini Miners After School Club is open for Nursery to Y2 children from Clowne Infant School and Y3 to Y6 children 
from Clowne Junior School.  Nursery children must be toilet trained before they can attend After School Club.  
Clowne Infant School children are escorted from the Infants at the end of the day by a staff member from the 
Mini Miners After School Club to Clowne Junior School, where the Club is located. 
 
The opening times and prices per session during term time are as follows: 
 

Short session (15:00-16:30) - £8.00                 Long session (15:00-17:30) - £10.00 
 
Parents/carers can book sessions through ParentPay (please note that any sessions booked must be paid for at 
the time of booking to activate the booking).  If you would like to pay for any sessions using one of the Childcare 
Voucher schemes, you will need to email the Mini Miners team with your session requirements and these will be 
entered onto ParentPay on your behalf. 
 
Places are limited so please email the Mini Miners team at miniminers@clowne-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk to register 
your interest. We will be happy to help with any queries that you may have and go through the procedures for 
registering your child at Mini Miners After School Club. You can collect a Mini Miners registration pack from the 
Clowne Junior School Office. 
 

The Breakfast Club facility is offered by Clowne Infant School, and is also open to children from Clowne Junior 

School. Their Club runs from 07:30 to 08:30am. Please contact Clowne Infant and Nursery School for current 

pricing. Payments must be paid via ParentPay as they are a cashless school. Please contact the Infant School for 

further information or to book sessions.  

The Infant School Office can be contacted on 01246 810518 or by email at info@clowne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk. 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
School uniform consists of a white/blue polo shirt with royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan and black/grey 
trousers/skirt. Footwear consists of black shoes; pumps may be worn in the summer but no open toed shoes.  
Our core uniform (sweatshirts/cardigans/polo shirts/PE tshirts/etc.) are available on the School Trends website: 

https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/ClowneJuniorSchoolS434BS   

Our uniform can also be purchased via MyClothing online: 

MyClothing; https://myclothing.com/clowne-junior-school/6339.school.  

It is very important to put your child’s name in all their clothes.   
 
Children are not allowed to wear nail polish, acrylic or gel nails, or have their hair dyed (unless spray colour for 
special occasions).   
 
Our uniform policy can be found on our school website. 

 
PE KIT 
Children should come to school wearing their PE kits on days they are doing PE. PE kit is trainers, black jogging 
bottoms or black leggings, and a T-shirt in their House colour. T-shirts and hoodies can be purchased in your 
child’s House colour from School Trends. You can find out your child’s House on the letter included in their 
welcome pack. 
 
Children without suitable PE kit are not allowed to take part in physical activities because of safety regulations. 
Earrings must be removed by your child for PE or preferably not worn at all on those days. Teachers are not 
allowed to take earrings out and they are not allowed to be taped over.  If your child has their ears pierced and 
can’t remove their earrings, they will NOT be able to participate in PE lessons. 
 
The only earrings allowed in schools are stud type earrings, however, these must be removed for PE and/or 
swimming. Children unable to remove their earrings will be unable to participate in PE and/or swimming. 

 
PENCILS AND PENS 
Children will be supplied with all the necessary equipment and materials and will not, therefore, need to bring 
any pens, pencils, crayons or pencil cases.  
 
 

COATS  
Please ensure your child’s coat is clearly labelled with their name and has a loop to hang the coat safely on their 
cloakroom peg.  
 

TOYS 
We understand that trends can lead children to want to bring in items from home to play with, this often causes 
upset and so we have decided that games, toys and cards (including Pokémon and football cards) are not 
allowed to be brought into school unless stipulated for an end of term treat. On these days, it is the child’s own 
responsibility to keep the item(s) safe. 

 
POOR WEATHER (SNOW, ETC.) 
A decision about school closure will be made as soon as possible in liaison with our Infant School to ensure 
families have, whenever possible, a consistent approach. In the event of a closure, and once a decision has been 
made it will be posted on the school website and we will send a message via Class Dojo. If School is open and 
conditions deteriorate during the day, we will not close until every child has been collected. 
 
 
 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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SCHOOL VALUES 
 
VISION & VALUES 
We have a set of values that we promote through our Dojo behaviour system.   
The values are Courage, Listening, Ownership, Wonder, Never-Give-Up and Excellence.   
More information can be found on our website. 
 

 

 
 
 
REWARDS & BEHAVIOUR 
We use Class Dojo to reward positive learning behaviours and Dojos can be awarded  
for multiple reasons - from acknowledging politeness to recognising sheer hard work  
and determination. You will be sent a personal invitation to join Class Dojo in September and, from this, you will 
then be able to see when your child has been awarded a Dojo and, more importantly, why. Every two weeks, a 
Celebration Assembly will be held where the parents/carers of certain children will be invited in to see their child 
receive a special certificate awarded by their class teacher for going above and beyond in some way. These are 
always special occasions. To end the year, we will hold our Dojo Dollar Day where all children will be able to 
spend their hard-earned Dojos on a wonderful range of activities and treats. Every term we have a Reward for 
Recognition for each value. 
 
We will work hard to remedy poor behaviour and, of course, incidents of bullying, which we take very seriously. 
Our Behaviour and Anti-Bullying policies will help us ensure that we support families, enabling all our children to 
be happy and successful in school. 

 

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/
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Curriculum Overview 
2026 2027 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

'Working together for success and happiness' 
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OUR CURRICULUM AT CLOWNE JUNIOR SCHOOL  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We have a knowledge-based curriculum, guided by our four over-arching ‘drivers’, delivered over a four-year 
cycle which will attempt to equip the children with the tools to be informed and thoughtful members of our 
community. The individual drivers will be central to each topic planned during the particular year.  
 
We have chosen four specified ‘drivers’ to develop our children’s acquisition of ‘cultural capital’. Our pupils come 
from a village that is steeped in mining history.   
 
Our drivers and the rational for our choice are:  
 

• Globalisation - Our learners are growing up in an ever-more interconnected global community.  They need to 
understand their place in it and their impact upon it.  

 

• Adaptability - Our learners live in a location that has undergone significant change.  They need to understand 
how their local area has adapted and developed so that it is able to contribute to the wider community.   

 

• Explorations - Our learners can lack experience of the wider world.  They need to understand the value and 
joy of discovery and what benefits others have gained from venturing away from home.  
 

• Power - Our learners live in an area that lacks cultural diversity.  They need to understand the cultural and 
political influences that shape our nation.  

 
 

CLASS GROUP STRUCTURE 
At Clowne Junior School, we have mixed ability classes for all core subjects.  Due to the specific nature of phonics 
teaching, once the children have been assessed, they may be allocated a phonics or fluency group.  This will be 
evaluated frequently to ensure the children are being taught the necessary skills to catch up and improve fluency.  
Smaller intervention and tutoring groups are used to support those pupils with additional needs. 
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OVERVIEW OF CURRICULUM FOR 2026/2027 
 

 
 History and Geography Art/D&T Trips/Enhancement 

‘Man the Fort’ 

Autumn Term 
2026 

 

History  

A study of Roman, Anglo-

Saxon and Viking 

historical periods 

 

                    DT  
Making a Roman Catapult 

Murton Park - York  

This trip will give children 

practical hands on experience of 

what life was like in Roman and  

Viking times by visiting a village 

of the time. They will take part 

in role plays and complete 

various tasks to understand how 

life was different in the past. 

Who are the 

Greeks and 

Mayans? 

Spring Term 2027 

History 

Pupils explore how the 

Ancient Greeks and the 

Mayans lived, comparing 

their daily life, beliefs, 

and achievements to 

understand how different 

early civilizations 

developed. 

DT  
Pupils design and make 

their own Mayan 
headdresses, exploring 

traditional patterns, 
colours, and symbols to 

understand their 
importance in Mayan 

culture. 

Greek VR Headset Workshops 
A visiting workshop company 

will take children back to 
Ancient Greece using VR 

Headsets to explore. 

From Derbyshire 

to Dehli 

Summer Term 
2027 

Geography  
Pupils explore the human 
and physical differences 
between Derbyshire and 

Delhi, comparing 
landscapes, climate, 

population and daily life 
to understand how 

places can vary around 
the world. 

DT  
Pupils explore Indian 

printmaking and textiles, 
experimenting with 
traditional patterns, 

colours and techniques 
to create their own 
culturally inspired 

designs. 

 Guest speaker   

Hear about places of worship 

from a guest speaker invited to 

school to share more on their 

culture and traditions. 

 
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS 
In order to support the children during each topic, knowledge organisers have been created which include key facts 
and information relating to the topic. The children will have one knowledge organiser that can be kept in the 
classroom and they will also have one posted through Class Dojo. 

 
SCIENCE 
Science is taught in-line with the National Curriculum’s aims and programme of study. 
Topics vary in length and the following topics are covered in Year 3: 
 

• Autumn 1 – Rocks, Soils and Fossils  

• Autumn 2 – Lights and Shadows 

• Spring 1 – Forces, Friction and Magnets 

• Spring 2 – Movement and Nutrition for the Human Body 

• Summer 1 – Flowering Plants and Plant Growth 

• Summer 2 – Flowering Plants and Plant Life Cycles 
 

 

  

http://www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk/


Telephone: 01246 810416   Email: enquiries@clowne-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk   Website: www.clownejuniorschool.co.uk 

 

ENGLISH OVERVIEW 
 

WRITING 
The School uses a teaching sequence to allow for a progression of skills in order to produce a piece of writing for a 
particular purpose.  
 
The sequence is as follows: 
 
Analyse – the aim is to study a model text. Pupils will highlight key genre specific features and will identify the 
success criteria which they need to do more work on.  
SPAG – the aim is to study and be able to use confidently a variety of grammar and spelling activities that link with 
the model text and success criteria.  
Immerse – the aim is to activate the children’s background knowledge and to ensure the children are excited and 
fully engaged with the genre/text type. In this section, children will be taught and use in context, key tier 2 
vocabulary (words they may be aware of but not use all the time) and tier 3 vocabulary (words specific to the 
topic/genre being covered).   
Plan, Write & Review – use the model text, success criteria and apply the taught grammatical skills to a piece of 
writing that is for a certain purpose and genre.  

 
THE WRITING OVERVIEW FOR YEAR 3 

  Autumn 1:    
 

Place Value of 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Autumn 2: 
 

Narrative/Fiction 
 

Story: I’ll Take You 
to Mrs Cole 

 
Continuation of 
Place Value of 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Spring 1: 
 

Non-fiction: 
Non-chronological 
report – Unicorns 

 
Fiction: 

Diary – A Jungle 
Journey  

Spring 2: 
 

Fiction:  
Narrative – Magical 

Bubbles 
 

Non-fiction: 
Non-chronological 
report – Space and 

Planets  

Summer 1: 
 

Non-fiction: 
Persuasive leaflet – 

Active at the Ark 
 

Newspaper report 
 
 
  

Summer 2: 
 

Poems 
 

Potion instructions  

 

READING 
At the start of Year 3, phonics, reading and fluency will be prioritised through reading sessions with bespoke 
teaching groups and sessions where children use, apply and recap sounds using high quality texts. 
 
Year groups will teach and study three quality books (Book Studies) - the rest will be shorter texts/extracts. Each year 
group will include poetry into their curriculum.  
 
It will be made clear to the pupils the difference between the book study (analysis, authorial intent, use of language, 
vocabulary, reading for meaning, to improve their reading skills) and their class book (for the joy of a good 
story/book ideally short).  
 
Class books are also to let all children have that experience of reading a full book. Class books are for individual 
teachers to choose but again teachers will look to find books the pupils might not necessarily come across or read – 
creating true depth to their reading experience.   
 
Children’s reading and children’s comprehension will be assessed on entry to assign them to the relevant groups and 
interventions. 
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WHY DAILY READING SESSIONS?  
The intention of reading sessions is to teach and develop key reading skills which will enable pupils to read a whole 
range of fiction (including poetry and play scripts) and non-fiction, with increasing confidence and accuracy. 
Acquiring these skills are essential for the pupils to become accomplished readers.   If children are to be great 
readers, they need to build their reading stamina. The weekly session ‘Fluency Friday’ will work on building pupils’ 
fluency to ensure they are reading with both speed and accuracy. Teachers will assess each pupil’s speed and 
accuracy when they read every term. Each pupil will be asked to read an age-appropriate text in a minute and then 
all the words read accurately will be counted. Depending on a child’s need, they may also access the 1:1 fluency 
group. 
  
What does a typical reading week look like?  

• Monday  Teaching the skills (Clarifying, summarising, retrieving) 

• Tuesday   Teaching the skills (Clarifying, summarising, retrieving) 

• Wednesday  Teaching the skills (Clarifying, summarising, retrieving) 

• Thursday  Apply the skills as an individual - Comprehension  

• Friday  Fluency Friday/ ‘Read for Speed’  

 
PUPILS’ OWN BOOKS  
At the start of the year, children are assessed through PM Benchmarking to ensure they are reading an appropriate 
book to their level and comprehension skills. In each year group there will be a selection of colour-banded books for 
children to choose an appropriate one, the children are then given the opportunity to select another book from the 
school library for pleasure and enjoyment.  Regular benchmarking is undertaken throughout the year for children 
who require extra support with their reading or are behind age related expectations. Although children should 
complete the phonics programmes at the end of KS1, we understand that occasionally children require additional 
support. Here at Clowne Junior School, we use the Little Wandle phonics programme. If your child accesses this, they 
will be sent home with a reading book linked to the sounds they are learning. Further details about this programme 
can be found on the website: https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/  

 
READING AT HOME  
Home reading is encouraged and is an integral part of a child’s development. In order to have strong communication 
between teachers and parents/carers, parents/carers can upload photographs of their child’s home reading to their 
child’s Class Dojo Portfolio. These are checked weekly by class teachers, and shared with the rest of the class. 

 
THE READING OVERVIEW FOR YEAR 3 
  Year 3     

AUTUMN   SPRING   SUMMER   

Autumn 1 
Non fiction- Information texts: 

 
Smaller texts are used to introduce 

the reading sequence: 
Squirrels 

Foxes 
Badgers 

Owls (2 weeks) 
Hedgehogs (2 weeks) 

 
Autumn 2 

Fiction: 
Diary of a Killer Cat 
Author: Anne Fine 

Genre: Comedy 

Spring 1 
Fiction: 

Fantastic Mr Fox 
Author: Roald Dahl 

 
Spring 2 

Natural Disasters 
Volcanoes 

Summer 1 
Fiction: 

TBC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer 2 
Non-fiction: 

Poetry 
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MATHS OVERVIEW 

MATHS 
We use the ‘MASTERY’ approach to embed knowledge and understanding across the Maths curriculum.  Overall, we 
follow the ‘White Rose’ scheme which blocks units together in order for children to explore mathematical concepts 
in depth. 

 

 
 
Pre-teach: Teachers use assessment for learning (AFL) to quickly identify children who may have difficulty or lack 
confidence in accessing the following day’s learning. These children participate in the Pre-teach intervention to 
ensure they are well prepared and confident for this lesson. 
 
Recap of previous concepts: We understand that children need to see or hear something more than once if they are 
to remember and understand it. The key to retention of knowledge and skills is through overlearning so this is built 
into our teaching sequence. 
 
Learning Boards: Teachers prepare learning boards as a visual stimulus for children to refer to during and beyond 
the daily Maths learning. The learning boards help children to foster independence, provide worked examples 
(including in concrete and pictorial forms) and display key vocabulary. 
 
Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract: Pupils are introduced to a new mathematical concept through the use of concrete 
resources (e.g. counters, cubes etc.) When they understand the concept using physical aids, they progress to the use 
of pictorial representations of the concrete objects they were using. Finally, they are asked to solve problems where 
they only have the abstract i.e. numbers or other symbols. 
 
Whole Class Teaching: Following the mastery approach ensures that all children are working towards the same 
common objective. The goal is that most children meet age related objectives, through different levels of support, 
and children that grasp concepts quicker are encouraged to deepen understanding through complex reasoning. 
 
Marking and Feedback: The purpose of marking and feedback is to identify and address misconceptions quickly 
which allows children to make progress within lessons. The children are most responsive to individual live marking 
and whole class marking which gives them immediate feedback to act upon within a lesson. 
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR CHILD WITH MATHS AT HOME? 
Maths is an incredibly complex subject with a number of specific objectives taught across every year group. 
However, underpinning most of the content taught is a need for a solid and fluent understanding of number and 
times tables. These aspects require a “little and often approach” and support from parents is fundamental in 
allowing all children to achieve their potential. 
 

NUMBOTS* 
This a fantastic online programme to develop and enhance basic number understanding and fluency. Children work 
through a series of levels and challenges in which they can earn coins and badges. Numbers are displayed in lots of 
different ways and challenges are progressive as your child works through the levels beginning at basic skills and 
developing into more complex questions.  

 
TIMES TABLES ROCKSTARS* 
Children are expected to use this resource to support their learning of times tables. The resource compliments 
specific teaching on times tables during school hours. Times tables will be set specifically to tables in focus per term 
in order for children to “master” certain tables before moving on. Again, coins and rewards are collected to improve 
children’s avatars and teachers will reward children who access the platform each week. It is important that your 
child works hard to learn their times tables. The School will provide your child with their own TT Rockstars login 
details. We will encourage your child to visit the website regularly to help them to learn all their times tables. 
 

WHITE ROSE PARENT WORKBOOKS 
Parent workbooks are a fantastic resource to help support your child at home. There is one available for each unit 
(displayed in the timetable above) covered in Year 3 with question types specifically matched to the learning 
completed in class. These can be downloaded and printed or worked from on screen with a pencil and paper. Why 
not try the Year 2 units over the summer to get used to them and recap the learning taken place this year? Scan the 
QR Code below to access the free downloadable books: 

 
 
*Please note: If access to technology is an issue, please let your child’s class teacher know who can make 
arrangements for them to access these platforms in school hours. 

 
 
 

SCHOOL VISITS 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Children attend a range of school visits during the year to various places including Sheffield Institute of Sport and a 
trip to the seaside. They also have the opportunity to attend residential visits to Lea Green and Robin Wood. These 
visits are very important in developing interpersonal skills, confidence and maturity; the children need to make the 
most out of learning opportunities in school. They are also great fun! 
 
Payment plans are available for most trips and visits via ParentPay. 
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WHAT HOMEWORK TO EXPECT IN Y3 
 

DOODLE HOMEWORK 
 

We are delighted to announce that for the 2026-2027 
academic year we continue to be a ’Doodle’ school. 
Doodle builds confidence and ability in Maths and English 
by creating every child a personalised work programme 
tailored to their strengths and weaknesses. Using Doodle 
for just 10 minutes a day is proven to help children make 
three months of progress in just one month! 

 
All tasks are carried out using technology and the platform is compatible of phones, tablets and laptops. The 
platform is available through 4 specific apps: Doodle Maths; Doodle English; Doodle Spell and Doodle Tables. An 
individual parent subscription for one child would cost £119.99 so we are delighted to take advantage of our large 
school subscription meaning that each child with have their own Doodle account. Better still, the school have 
invested in another 180 iPads so that we now have 240 iPads across the school plus Google Chromebooks. Because 
of this, Doodle will be used regularly in classrooms, but children will also be expected to access at homework as 
part of their weekly homework and be rewarded for their efforts. 
 
We hope that you will support your child at home with this exciting opportunity. Doodle’s clever algorithm pinpoints 
key areas of learning your child needs and regularly adapts as they make progress with their learning. Think of it as a 
personalised tutor… for FREE! Doodle checks are made by the teachers on Friday, and Dojo points are rewarded to 
your child for being in the ‘Green Zone’ for English, Maths and Spell. 

 
READING 
The children are expected to read at least three times each week and for this to be 
recorded in their reading record. The children's reading records are checked on a 
Monday by your child's teacher. For each book your child reads, they complete a 
book review to write about what they thought of the book and key factors about 
the book. 
 
If your child makes a mistake when reading, encourage them to sound out (segment) the word using their phonics 
and blend the sounds together. Discuss the text with your child and clarify any unknown words as this helps them to 
understand the text better. Ask them who their favourite character was and why and which part of the story was 
most exciting? Why? What did they learn from the facts in their non-fiction book? It's always good to also try to get 
your child to start reading a series of books from the same author and then compare these with a different author 
too. 
 
Please encourage your child to read a variety of texts such as magazines, newspapers, comics, instructions to help 
them gain a better understanding of a range of text genres and vocabulary. 
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